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1. Name  of Property 
historic name whitethorn 
other nameslsite number h& 

,' 

ctp 685  
street 8 number 1 mile wes t  of US 460 N / ~ U  not for publication 

city, town B l  acksburg vicinity 
state vl. ' r ' ' code VA county ~ o n t ~ o m r ~ ~  code 121 zip COde?4060 

3. Classi f icat ion 
Ownership of Property Category of Property 

private 8 building@) 
q public-local district 
[3 public-State q site 
q public-Federal [7 structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing: P r e h i s t o r i c  and 
p t y  

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
2 -Q-.- buildings 
L 0 sites 
0 0 structures 
0 0 objects 
2 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. StatelFederal  Agency  Cer t i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
i & m i n a t i o n  request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property@.meets O d o e s  not meet the National Register criteria. O s e e  continuation sheet. 

I Signature of cenifying official Date I 
Virginia Cepartment of Historic Resources 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property O m e e t s  =does not meet the National Register criteria. O s e e  continuation sheet. 

Signature Of commenting or other official Date I 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nat ional Park Service Cer t i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

u e n t e r e d  in the National Register. 
=See continuation sheet. 

nde te rmined  eligible for the National 
Register. q See continuation sheet. 

nde te rmined  not eligible for the 
National Register. 

Oremoved from the National Register. 
mo the r ,  (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

nomestic: singlr r l w ~ l l  in: Domestic: single dwelling 

Domestic: secondarv structure Domestic: secondarv structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone: 1 imestone 

h c ~ n t ~ ~ r y :  Ttalian V i l l a  walls brick 
h c w y :  Greek R ~ v i v a l  

roof metal: t i n  

other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Whitethorn is a very large brick house of advanced style and 
considerable elegance for its period. The house has a unique 
floor plan based on traditional regional prototypes but with 
several idiosyncratic features. Sited on a large farm in the 
gently rolling upland section of Montgomery County west of 
Blacksburg, the farm was developed from the original holdings of 
William Preston by his grandson, James Francis Preston, in the 
mid-nineteenth century. It is one of Montgomery County's 
grandest and best-preserved houses, although an extraordinary 
collection of outbuildings and slave houses have been lost in 
recent decades. 

The house is built of finely laid brick, the principal 
facade being laid in the fashionable running bond popular in the 
mid-nineteenth century (see the Christiansburg Presbyterian 
Church of 1853, listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1977). The house has a shallow hipped roof and a deep 
bracketed cornice, as popularized by Italian Vil1a:style houses 
depicted in pattern books of the period. The house. is unique in 
the county in possessing an L-shaped plan with an ell located 
under the main roof and integrated into the plan so that there is 
a secondary entry facade on the southwest side as well as the 
principal (southeast) front. 

The house has five bays on the southeast front, with large 
six-over-six double-hung sash windows equipped with Greek Revival 
cornices and original louvered blinds. The windows flank a door 
with flanking sidelights on both floors, and the front is 
sheltered by a wide, elegant, one-story, five-bay porch with 
turned half-balusters around the bracketed roof edge. It is 
supported by square columns of the Tuscan order. A similar one- 
bay porch with paired columns shelters the central door on the 
three-bay southwest front. 

The interior features simple Greek Revival mantels and 
woodwork. The doors have paneled reveals. The plan incorporates 
an L-shaped hallway with a principal stair fronting the main 
entry and a smaller secondary stair in the southwest 

E ~ e e  continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Cenifying oflicial has cons~dered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

C]nationally mstatewide @locally 

ApplicableNationalRegislerCriteria UA UB c 00 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B c D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture EL-1855 ~. . . XI:\ 

- 

Cultural Atfiliation 
N/  A 

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
N / A  l !nknovn 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria constderattons, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Whitethorn is significant under criterion C, as an important 
and unusual example of a substantial farmhouse built by a 
prominent county farmer and lawyer, James Francis Preston. The 
house is well preserved and largely unaltered, and features 
unusually sophisticated architectural detailing and plan 
variations more characteristic of large farmhouses of eastern 
Virginia and Kentucky during the period. The L-shaped plan with 
a secondary facade and the L-shaped passage are unusual features 
for farmhouses in the area. 

James Francis Preston was the third son of James Patton 
Preston, a grandson of an early Montgomery County political 
leader, William Preston, and a brother of Robert Preston, who 
rebuilt the nearby house at Solitude at about the same time that 
James Francis Preston built his house. (Solitude is a large, 
frame, center-passage dwelling that embodies similar scale and 
interior details [listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in 19881 1. Jams Francis Preston was born in 1813. He 
was educated at Washington College, in Lexington, in 1831-1833, 
and briefly attended the United States Military Academy. He 
studied law and was elected commonwealth's attorney for 
Montgomery County. He served as a captain during the Mexican War 
in 1847 and 1848. In 1855 Preston married Sarah Anne Caperton, 
of Elmwood, near what is now Union, West Virginia, and built his 
own house, Whitethorn, on part of the Preston land near 
Blacksburg at about that time. He served in the Confederate Army 
as commander of the Stonewall Brigade, and died of disease while 
in service in 1862. His widow lived at Whitethorn for about 
thirty years afterwards and then moved to Radford. 

Stockton Heth, of Radford, purchased the farm in 1889. His 
grandson, Henry Heth, has continued to maintain the farm, which 
now consists of over four hundred acres, while permitting the 

@see continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Dornan,  John  F r e d e r i c k .  The P r e s t o n s  of S m i t h f i e l d  and G r e e n f i e l d  i n  V i r g i n i a .  
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
 previously listed in the National Register 
npreviously determined eligible by the National Register 
O d e ~ i ~ n a t e d  a National Historic Landmark 
Orecorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 

Orecorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
B s t a t e  historic preservation office 

Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 

q University 
O O t h e r  
Specify repository: 
VA Ikpartrnent o f  His tor icResources  
771 -r S t r ~ ~ t  

10. Geoqraphical Data Rich- . . .  771719 

Acreage of property _ a p p r a x i m a t e l y  fmtr qcr-4 

UTM References 
A 155~41~8 8-17,1 14 1 1  ) 7  19 14 0 1 

Zone Easting Northing 
B l  u u 

Zone East~no Northino 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginn ing  a t  p o i n t  A 260 f e e t  s o u t h e a s t  and 1 7 5  f e e t  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
house ,  p r o c e e d i n g  w e s t  405 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  8, t h e n c e  n o r t h  385 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  C ,  t h e n c e  e a s t  
405 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  D ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h  385 f e e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  o r i g i n .  

See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The b o u n d a r i e s  were  c h o s e n  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  h o u s e ,  o f f i c e ,  and d o m e s t i c - r e l a t e d  
space . .  

See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameltille Gibson idorsham 
organization G i  bson \,lorsham. A r c K  date LWJP 1988 
street & number I ioute 2 .  Ye l l  051 S n w i n n . :  telephone (703) 532-4730 
city ortown C h r i s t i a n s b u r ?  state V i r g i n i a  zip code 24073 
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entry passage. The stairs are built of cherry wood and feature 
turned balusters and newels, volute-ended railings, and paneled 
skirts. The angle of the ell has been infilled with early 
twentieth-century two- and one-story additions including a 
bathroom on each floor and a kitchen wing. 

The only remaining outbuilding is a sophisticated two-story 
office. The brick structure has a three-bay southeast principal 
front sheltered by a porch with slender chamfered posts. The 
building is covered by a hipped roof with a cornice resembling 
the cornice of the main house. The office is on axis with the 
northeast side of the house. 
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development of part of it as a residential subdivision and 
apartment complex. The house is elegantly furnished with 
antiques collected by the Heth family. Other than alterations in 
the rear, few changes have been made to the house, and repairs to 
areas such as the porches have carefully reproduced original 
material. Sufficient farmland surrounds the house on all sides 
to avoid encroachment by the newly-built homes in the adjacent 
subdivision. 








